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Level of Living of Earth’s People 


(Chart on Page 16) 


It is a popular belief in the 
United States that we live in a 
world of plenty, and that if the 
riches of the good earth were even- 
ly distributed everyone would be 
able to enjoy a healthful and pros- 
perous level of living. 


Colin Clark, the authority on 
international levels of living, has 
not found this belief to be sub- 
stantiated in fact. In his book, 
The Conditions of Economic Prog- 
ress, he discovered the world to be 
a “wretchedly poor place,” and that 
the “oft-repeated phrases about 
poverty in the midst of plenty, and 
the problems of production having 
already been solved if only we un- 
derstood the problems of distribu- 
tion, turn out to be the most un- 
truthful of all modern clichés.” 

Summarizing his findings, Clark 
tells us that an average real income 
of less than $10 per week per work- 
er is the lot of 4 out of 5 of the 


earth’s inhabitants and that more’ 


than half of the world’s people 
have a real income of less than $4 
per week per breadwinner. 


These figures are bated upon 


what Clark calls “intemational 


@ units.” An international unit is 


defined as the amount of goods and 
services which could be purchased 
for $1 in the United States over 
the average of the decade 1925-34. 
A dollar might have bought a lot 
of goods and services in most coun- 
tries during those ten years, but 
Clark is speaking about what it 
would have purchased in the 
United States. Americans probably 
would agree that $1 would not 
have bought very much. 

Clark found that the average 
worker in the United States had a 
real income:of about $28 per week. 
This is 214 times as much as 81% 
of the world’s workers enjoyed and 
about 7 times as much as 53%. 

It should be remembered that 
this study applies to pre-war con- 
ditions, and that since 1935 the 
population of the earth has in- 
creased about 200,000,000, or about 
10%, while much of the world’s 
wealth, production, and natural re- 
sources have been destroyed by 
World War II. 


Real-Income Chart 
On page 16 of this bulletin we 
present a bar chart representing the 
levels of living of 34 countries of 
the world. Most of the figures have 
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been taken from Colin Clark’s book 
already ‘mentioned. These data 
have been worked out in interna- 
tional units, but they readily may 
be understood if we bear in mind 
that 1,000 international units rep- 
resents about $20 per week per 
worker. 

It may be observed that of the 
seven countries which have a real 
income per.worker of about $20 
per week, five are New World 
countries where the ratio of pop- 
ulation to land and natural re- 
sources is relatively low. The other 
two countries in this. fortunate 
seven are Great Britain, on whose 
empire “the sun never sets,” and 
Switzerland, whose high level of 
living is made possible in large 
part by rich tourists of every na- 
tion. 


In eighth position we find the 
Netherlands, which has rich colo- 
nies in the Dutch East Indies: Eire, 
which has halved its population 
during the past century, is in ninth 
position; and France, which chron- 
ically complains about its small 
population, rounds out the most 
favored 10 nations as regards level 
of living. 

It may be noted that Germany, 
a leader in science and industry 
for at least half a century, has only 
about half as high a level of living 
as the United States, Canada, or 
New Zealand. 

Passing along to 21st position we 
come to Japan: Japan, one of the 
world’s great. powers before World 
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War II, ranks 21st as regards level 
of living of her people—about on 
a par with Egypt. Italy, another 
member of the “big three” of the 
Axis, is somewhat further along in 
25th position. 

Of equal interest, we find the 
U.S.S.R. in 28th place with a level 
of living less than one-half as high 
as that of Germany, and less than 
one-fourth as high as that of . the 
United States. One may wonder 
why it is that the U.S.S.R., with her 
tremendous expanse on the globe, 
has not been able to muster a level 
of living for her people above that 
of Yugoslavia. 


U.S.S.R. 

It may be thought that the 
U.S.S.R. is not particulary inter- 
ested in capitalistic luxuries but 
specializes more in necessities of 
healthful living such as food. But 
in a table showing relative stand- 
ing as regards diet presented by 
Professor Ellsworth Huntington in 
the Annals of the Association of 
American Geographers, March 
1943, the -US.S.R. -ranks: 30th 
among 32 countries, just above the 
Philippines and China, and on a 
par with Rumania and Java. 

- Huntington also presents. a table 
showing agricultural productivity 
per man on the farm. Of 21. coun- 
tries listed the U.S.S.R. is in 19th 
position, just above China and 
India. 

Indexes of medical care, length 
of life, znd patents issued are other 
measures of cultural and intellec- @ 
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tual advancement, yet in all of 
these categories the U.S.S.R. does 
not rank anywhere near the top— 
in fact, she ranks almost at the 
bottom. 


One might seriously ask why the 
U.S.S.R., which now assumes lead- 
ership in world economics, politics, 
and social relations, ranks almost 
at the bottom of every index meas- 
uring level of living. 

In agricultural production per 
man such countries as Argentina 
and Uruguay rank near the top, 
but Russia and Japan take their 
positions near the bottom of the 
list. In calling attention to this 
fact, Huntington concludes: “In 
Japan this is obviously due in large 
measure to overpopulation . . . 
Russia, too, as we have seen, is 
really overpopulated. Its high pro- 
portion of peasants, its short and 
relatively unproductive growing 
season, and the difficulty of keeping 
farm animals during the many 
months of severe frost are great 
handicaps.” 

It is rather an important ques- 
tion whether or not Russia is over- 
populated. Overpopulated coun- 
tries are dangerous to the peace of 
the world, especially when they 


have attained some degree of in-. 


dustrialization, enjoy strategic geo- 
graphical positions, and are frankly 
attempting to expand their popula- 
tions, spheres of domination, and 
idcologies. 

Russia’s population question can- 


e not be answered by guesses, wish- 
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ful thinking, or propaganda; it 
must be answered by facts. Whether 
or not Russia is overpopulated, her 
leaders are going through the ac- 
tions of attempting to expand pop- 
ulation, domination, and ideology, 
which have been associated with 
such countries. Had Russia as low 
birth rate as Great Britain or the 
United States, her population sit- 
uation might cause little concern. 
But as Russia’s birth rate is one 
of the highest in the world, the in- 
dications are that her population 
situation may create grave prob- 
lems in the near future. 


Italy and Japan 
The levels of living in Italy and 
Japan are pretty much the same. 


-Japan has an I.U. score of 353 and 


Italy 343. This means that the 
average worker in those countries 
had a real income per breadwinner 
only about one-fourth as high as 
the average American worker be- 
fore World War II. 

The Italian and Japanese work- 
ers labor harder and longer than 
the American worker, but they re- 
ceive 75% less real income for their 
efforts. 

It may be more pleasant for 
Americans to believe that their 
higher level of living is due to 
their ingenuity and _ intelligence, 
but the facts appear to indicate 
that the chief reason is due to our 
having only 250 persons per square 
mile of arable land while Italy has 
over 800 and Japan about 3,000 
persons per square mile of arable 
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land. Furthermore, the mineral re- 
sources of Italy and Japan are in 
no way comparable to those of the 
United States. 

Dr. Warren S. Thompson, in his 
all too prophetic book, Danger 
Spots in World Population, pub- 
lished in 1929, wrote: “If the choice 
is between death from steady, hard 
work and underfeeding, and death 
from battle, with its chance of suc- 
cessful expansion, most people of 
spirit would choose the latter and 
we certainly have no reason to be- 
lieve that the Japanese lack spirit.” 


Thompson compared Japan to 
the state of Iowa as regards farm 
animals and found that Iowa had 
about the same number of horses, 
but three times as many cattle. 
Iowa had 1,092,095 sheep compared 
with 17,359 in Japan; and 7,864,304 
swine compared with 672,583 in 
Japan. 

The United States had more than 
60 times as much iron ore per per- 
son as Japan, and nearly 200 times 
as much coal per person. 


These facts do not excuse Japan’s 
war guilt or her atrocities during 
the war, but they do indicate how 
deadly serious the rank and file of 
the Japanese were in their program 
of expansion, how serious it would 
have been for us had we lost the 
war, and that the splitting up of 
estates or the destruction of her 
military leaders is not going to 
bring either democracy or prosper- 
ity to Japan. 

What has been said about Japan 
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might also be said of Italy in large 
part. Italy, like Japan, is a small 
country, about the size of New 
Mexico, yet she houses a popula- 
tion about one-third as large as the 
United States. Her reserves of coal 
per capita are 6 tons compared with 
22,796 tons per capita in the United 
States. Her reserves of iron ore 
are 0.2 tons per capita compared 
with 87 tons per capita in this coun- 
try. Her cultivated land per person 
is .80 acres compared with 2.85 in 
the United States. As regards coal 
and iron ore, Italy is even worse off 
than Japan, but “better” off as re- 
gards cultivated land per capita. 


Germany 

We have mentioned that Ger- 
many’s level of living as measured 
by international units is less than 
half as high as that of the United 
States. When one looks over her 
resources he may wonder how the 
Germans made as good a showing 
as they did. Germany's reserves of 
iron ore per capita are less than 
one-fourth as large as ours, and her 
reserves of coal per capita are about 
one-sixth as large as ours. As re- 
gards cultivated land per capita, 
Germany is on a par with Italy. 

In other words, we Americans are 
hardly in a position to teach the 
Germans, Italians, or the Japanese 
how to make better use of the re- 
sources they have. As a matter of 
hard, cold fact, they already make 
more efficient use of their resources 
than we do. Of course, it is no 
fault of the Americans that the 
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Axis powers got themselves explo- 
sively overpopulated. 

There is one important differ- 
ence in the population problem of 
Germany compared with that of 
either Italy or Japan—or Russia. 
Germany's population momentum 
has about exhausted itself, while 
the momenta of Italy’s population 
and, especially, that of Japan and 
Russia, are near their height. Ger- 
many’s birth rate has been extreme- 
ly low since World War I, and her 
population is not expected to in- 
crease much more. But the popu- 
lations of Italy and, especially, 
Japan and Russia, are likely to in- 
crease large totals for many years 
to come. 


China and India 

It has been the custom in the 
United States to divide the income 
groups into three nearly equal 
“thirds.” When we attempt to do 
this with the population of the 
world, we immediately run up 
against the stubborn fact that more 
than half the workers of the earth, 
including the populations of China 
and India, have an average real 
income of less than $4 per week, 
while only 10% of the earth’s work- 
ers have $20 or more. 

The real income of the world’s 
people varies greatly from about 
$1.40 per worker per week in China 
to about $28 in the United States. 
But China contains about one-fifth 
of the earth’s population while the 
United States contains only about 
6%. 
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There are 34 countries listed n® 


the chart on page 16. If we divide 
these countries into two groups of 
17 countries each, we find that half 
of the countries, including Japan. 
Italy, Russia, India, and China. 
have a real income per worker per 
week of less than 400 international 
units or the equivalent of $8 per 
week or less. This group and minor 
countries associated with it con- 
tain three-fourths of the earth’s 
inhabitants. 


A glance at the high death rates 
of this 75% of the world’s people 
indicates that they are suffering 
from serious want of the necessities 
of healthful living. Yet, their birth 
rates are so high that they are in- 
creasing about twice as rapidly as 
the higher income one-fourth. As 
the former are already three times 
as numerous, their increase in ac- 
tual numbers is probably five or 
six times as large, depending on 
China’s increase. 


China and India form the largest 
bloc among the high birth and 
death rate countries. Little is 
known about the population in- 
crease of China because there are 
no reliable official records. But in 
India, according to British official 
records, the population increased 
50,000,000 between the 1930 and 
1940 census periods, notwithstand- 
ing that | out of 4 die on or before 
their second birthday. It is difficult 
to grasp the increase that would 
occur in India, if, as in New Zea- 
land, only 1. out of 4 died befor 
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the 58th birthday. 


We have mentioned before in 
these bulletins that if India’s death 
rate were lowered to the level of 
that of the United States, with her 
present birth rate India could pop- 
ulate at least five earths as large 
as ours, in a single century. The 
same statement applies to China. 


Thompson tells us in his book, 
Danger Spots in World Population, 
“China might send forth six mil- 
lion emigrants each year and still 
increase in population at home. 

.” The Red Cross Commission 
to China in 1928-29 said: “It is es- 
timated that if all the ships in the 
world now engaged in passenger 
traffic on the seven-seas-were with- 
drawn from their usual routes and 
were devoted solely to transporting 
Chinese from their native land to 
other countries, they could not keep 
up with the growth of population.” 

The above statements may be ap- 
plied also to India, and if the high 
death rate of Russia were lowered 
to the level of that of the United 
States, the statement might be ap- 
plied in a decade or so to that 
country. 


Conclusion 

The data presented in the fore- 
going pages indicate that the so- 
lution of the population problem 
is basic to the solution of the prob- 
lem of healthful level of living for 
the earth’s people. These data also 
may suggest that—in the absence of 


@ practical program of world popu- 
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lation limitation—atomic energy, 
industrialization, technology, and 
such forces would have to create 
or discover the equivalent of ap- 
proximately 15 new earths every 
single century in order to free the 
people of the world from want. 
Five of these new earths would be 
required for China’s population in- 


« crease,. five for India’s, and five 


more for Russia and the rest of 
the world. 


a) 


World Population 


Increase 


Between 1900 and 1940 the popu- 
lation of the earth increased faster 
than in any other similar period of 
its history. The annual per cent 
increase was 19% higher than be- 
tween 1850 and 1900... _ 

The annual per cent increase be- 
tween 1650 and 1750 was 0.29; 1750 
to 1800 it was 0.44; 1800 to 1850 it 
was 0.51; 1850 to 1900 it was 0.63, 
and between 1900 and 1940 it was 
0.75. 

“Should the present global popu- 
lation continue to increase at the 
same rate that prevailed between 
1900 and 1940, the earth would 
hold over 21 billion by the year 
2240,” says Dr. Kingsley Davis, of 
the Office of Population Research, 
Princeton University. In 1940 the 
population of the earth was a little 
over 2 billion. 

Guy Irvine Burcu, 
Editor. 
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